
Major Joseph Clifford Griffiths was born in Birkenhead in 1896 and was brought up in the 

family home 47 Upton Road, Claughton. Cliff's parents were James and Sarah - James 

founded J Griffiths, Monumental Masons, Steeplejacks and Builders, based at the top of 

Bidston Avenue. Cliff attended Birkenhead Institute. Cliff gained a double first degree at 

Liverpool University. Cliff gained his pilot's licence in 1916, joined the Royal flying Corps, 

forces number 161204. He was under military flight instruction at Gosport on 23 March 1916. 

He flew many combat and aerial photography reconnaissance missions over enemy territory 

on The Somme in WWI in France. On 24 September 1916 he was ok after his aircraft 4857 

FE2b was shot through with 2nd Lieutenant Robert Shirley Osmaston (spotter, aged 23, who 

was killed) between Millencourt and Albert while on offensive patrol on The Somme. On 4th 

December 1916 he was brought down near Beaumont Hamel (northwest of Amiens, France) 

by anti aircraft fire and landed 200 yards behind our front line trench with Lt R Affleck (ok) 

while flying in a Royal A/c Factory FE2b of No. 23 Sqn A5447 while on a Photographic Patrol. 

 

A daredevil, he was reprimanded for flying under bridges on the River Tyne. 

After the war he was a researcher at Christs College, Cambridge, and was one of the pioneers 

of aerial mapping using stereoscopic photography, co-writing a book 'Aerial Surveying By 

Rapid Methods' with Professor Sir Bennett Melvill Jones. He married his cousin, Mary (Molly) 

Adelaide Royden. He was appointed Armstrong Whitworth's first Chief Flying Instructor at 

Whitley Aerodrome, Coventry. Flying instructors acted as test pilots. On 20th October 1923, 

Cliff was test flying an A W Siskin 3 J6983 when it spun into the ground, and Cliff was killed. 

He is buried at Bidston Churchyard. Sadly, the gravestone is now horizontal. 

 

Molly then emigrated to Canada, where she re-married and lived to reach 98. 

 

These notes and photographs compiled by Alan Perry, as a tribute to Joseph Clifford Griffiths, 

who was his Great Uncle. 


























































